ENMITY TOWARDS THE DISBELIEVERS AND 
TO ABANDON SUPPORTING THEM 


Allah وتعالى)‎ 43122) said, 


Ge 


353 بِالْمَوَدَةِ‎ 243] 5,40 3 «Ust aies sie biai Y لين اموا‎ d» 
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(O you who believe! Take not My enemies and your enemies as protecting friends, 
showing affection towards them, while they have disbelieved in what has come to 
you of the truth, and have driven out the Messenger and yourselves because you 
believe in Allah, your Lord! If you have come forth to strive in My cause and to 
seek My good pleasure. You show friendship to them in secret, while | am All- 
Aware of what you conceal and what you reveal. And whosoever of you (Muslims) 
does that, then indeed he has gone (far) astray from the straight path) 
(Surah AL Mumtahanah 60:1) 


REASON BEHIND REVEALING SURAT AL-MUMTAHANAH 


The story of Hatib bin Abi Balta'ah (aie (رضي الله‎ is the reason behind revealing the 


beginning of this honorable Surah. Hatib was among the Early Emigrants and 
participated in the battle of Badr. Hatib had children and wealth in Makkah, but he 


was not from the tribe of Quraysh. Rather, he was an ally of "Uthman .(رضي لله عنه)‎ 


When the Messenger of Allah (صلى الله عليه و سلم)‎ decided to conquer Makkah, after 


its people broke the peace treaty between them, he ordered the Muslims to mobilize 
their forces to attack Makkah, and then (صلى الله عليه و سلم)‎ said: 


«6a VH ع‎ All 


(O Allah! Keep our news concealed from them.) 


Hatib wrote a letter and sent it to the people of Makkah, with a woman from the tribe 
of Quraysh, informing them of the Messenger's intent to attack them. He wanted them 
to be indebted to him (so that they would grant safety to his family in Makkah). Allah 


conveyed this matter to His Messenger because He accepted the‏ (سبحانه وتعالى) 


Prophet's invocation (to Him to conceal the news of the attack). The Prophet sent 
someone after the woman and retrieved the letter. 


This story is collected in the Two Sahihs. Imam Ahmad recorded that Hasan bin 
Muhammad bin `Ali said that "Abdullah bin Abu Rafi -- or Ubaydullah bin Abu Rafi -- 
said that he heard, 


Ali عنه)‎ à (رضي‎ says, 


"Allah's Messenger sent me, Zubayr and Al-Miqdad saying, 


9 ^ * 7 ار‎ we Ne, He ó 0 ا‎ 072 $e ده‎ 211.9 
«Qs فَخُذُوهُ‎ DUS مَعَهَا‎ High UE Ob تاوا رَوْضَّهَ حاخ‎ Es «انْطلِمُوا‎ 


(Proceed until you reach Rawdat Khakh, where there is a lady carrying a letter. Take 
that letter from her.) 


So, we proceeded on our way, with our horses galloping, until we reached the 
Rawdah. There we found the lady and said to her, Take out the letter.’ She said, ‘| am 
not carrying a letter" We said, Take out the letter, or else we will take off your 
clothes.’ So, she took it out of her braid, and we brought the letter to Allah's 
Messenger. The letter was addressed from Hatib bin Abu Balta'ah to some pagans of 
Makkah, telling them about what Allah's Messenger intended to do. 


Allah's Messenger said, 
«I4 U (obi 6» 
(O Hatib! What is this) 


Hatib replied, 'O Allah's Messenger! Do not make a hasty decision about me. | was a 
person not belonging to Quraysh, but | was an ally to them. All the Emigrants who 
were with you have relatives (in Makkah) who can protect their families. So, | wanted 
to do them a favor, so they might protect my relatives, as | have no blood relation 
with them. | did not do this out of disbelief or to renegade from my religion, nor did | 
do it to choose disbelief after Islam. 


Allah's Messenger said to his Companions, 
ر ررد‎ á 

«So «إنهُ‎ 

(Regarding him, he has told you the truth.) 


Umar said, `O Allah's Messenger! Allow me to chop off the head of this hypocrite!" 


The Prophet said, 
« Í QUI AU “a By Us GG Ag 2$ “i 
SS Csi MS ths اغلا قا‎ Mas ye Bl» 


(He attended Badr. What can | tell you, Allah looked at those who attended Badr and 
said, "O the people of Badr, do what you like, for | have forgiven you.") 


Then Allah revealed the Surah, 


(jf وَحَدُوكُمْ‎ phe Vies S ias الَذِينَ‎ AY 


(O you who believe! Take not my enemies and your enemies as protecting friends...) " 


Al-Bukhari (ài (رحيم‎ said in another part of his Sahih, "Amr (one of the narrators of 
the Hadith) said, "This Ayah, 


Pict adeo RR ER T DU A cd a Ld 
EUT وَعَذُوُكُمْ‎ HE الذِينَ ءَامَنُواْ لا تتخدوا‎ LEU} 
(O you who believe! Take not my enemies and your enemies as protecting friends...) 


was revealed about Hatib. 


Allah's statement, 


4 
4 
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"» Zo " a ie ^ na P ر ا‎ Et d 
GANG جَاءَكُمْ‎ Ips Dis igde] 
(O you who believe! Take not My enemies and your enemies as protecting friends 


showing affection towards them, while they have disbelieved in what has come to you 
of the truth,) 


refers to the idolators and the disbelievers who are combatants against Allah, His 
Messenger, and the believers. It is they whom Allah has decided should be our 
enemies and should be fought. Allah has forbidden the believers to take them as 
friends, supporters, or companions. 


Allah the Exalted said in another Ayah, 


4 
4 4 
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sais OG ss hee بَعْضٍ وَمَن‎ 


(O you who believe! idi not the Jews and the Christians as protecting friends, they 
are but protecting friends of each other. And if any among you takes them (as such), 
then surely, he is one of them) 

(Surah Al Maeda 5:51) 


This Ayah contains a stern warning and a sure threat. Allah the Exalted said, 


á Z 
Z w ع‎ 


GNE T [D^ e تدوأ الْذِينَ ادوا‎ s Y laal الْزِينَ‎ a f 
مُؤْمِنِينَ‎ oS اله إن‎ sts sil وَالْحَمَارَ‎ SUS الكتب من‎ s 


(O you who believe! Take not as protecting friends those who take your religion as a 
mockery and fun from among those who received the Scripture before you, nor from 
among the disbelievers; and have Taqwa of Allah if you indeed are true believers.) 
(Surah Al Maeda 5:57) 


RU PIE‏ منوا pe y‏ الكفرينَ Par‏ من O93‏ الْمُؤْمِنِينَ 


(O you who believe! Take not for protecting friend's disbelievers instead of believers. 
Do you wish to offer Allah a manifest proof against yourselves) 
(Surah An Nisa 4:144) and, 


^ 
ع 


SS Cea: وَمَن‎ Gen! O93 مِن‎ USE المُؤْمِنُونَ الكفِرِينَ‎ das لا‎ 
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AGAS وَيحَذِرَكُمْ الله‎ Aas الله في شَئءٍ إلا أن تتموا منهم‎ Ge Ded 
(Let not the believers take the disbelievers as protecting friends instead of the 
believers, and whoever does that will never be helped by Allah in any way, except if 
you indeed fear a danger from them. And Allah warns you against Himself His 


punishment) 
(Surah Ale Imran 3:28) 


This is why Allah's Messenger accepted Hatib's excuse when he said that he only 
wanted to have a favor on the Guraysh, because of the property and family members 


he Left behind in Makkah. 


Allah's statement, 


GA الرَسْولَ‎ SE ER 


(And have driven out the Messenger and yourselves from your homeland) 


follows His encouragement to fight against them and to avoid being their supporters. 
This is because they expelled the Messenger and his Companions on account of their 
hatred for Tawhid and worshipping Allah alone in sincerity. 


This is why Allah the Exalted said, 


a, 93 of ,% 
S5 تؤمنوا بالله ر‎ ol 
ha you believe in Allah, your Lord!) 


meaning, ‘your only fault is that you believed in Allah, Lord of all that exists. 


Allah the Exalted said in another Ayat, 


(And they had no fault except that they believed in Allah, Almighty, Al-Hamid!)(Surah 
Al Buruj 85:8) and, 
Zr ا‎ E uas a RT cf 
$3 5 جر 2 ن يقولوا‎ ehH2 Qn tpm Cre $ 
(Those who have been expelled from their homes unjustly only because they said: 
"Our Lord is Allah.") 
(Surah Al Hajj 22:40) 
Allah said, 
«| o 21s Ole ^ "Ei A 940 در‎ n ۰ 
4 وَابْتِعَآءَ مَرْضَاتَى‎ lec فى‎ oie RE RES Og 
(If you have come forth to strive in My cause and to seek My good pleasure.) 
Allah says, 'if you are as described here, then do not take the disbelievers as 
supporters. If you migrated in Jihad for My cause and for seeking My pleasure, then 
do not take My enemies and your enemies as protecting friends, after they expelled 
you from your homes and property in rage against you and rejection of your religion.’ 
Allah's statement, 
à 10$ رس‎ stola fr To FOF mr P. 5 ot, < 2 4 
Sele lag يما احميتم‎ Hel bls بالمودة‎ e Qus 


(You show friendship to them in secret, while | am All-Aware of what you conceal and 
what you reveal.) 


Allah asks, 'do you do this while | know the secrets of the hearts, the intentions, and 
all apparent things,’ 


La وه‎ 3 AL 20 2 T E o 24 2 X o 
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(And whosoever of you does that, then indeed he has gone astray from the straight 
path. Should they gain the upper hand over you, they would behave to you as 
enemies, and stretch forth their hands and their tongues against you with evil,) 


meaning, ‘if they gain the upper hand over you, they would use every type of harm in 
their disposal to hurt you in words and action,’ 


P a M EN 
$5,255 3 oss 
(And they desire that you should disbelieve.) 
meaning, they are eager that you do not earn any good. Therefore, their enmity to 


you is outward and inward, so how can you become supporters of this type of people 
This also encourages the enmity. 


(Taken from Tafseer Ibn Katheer Surah Mumtahanah ayah 1 - 2) 


